


In January, I gave my annual State of the City Address to City Council and also to investors in IN

WDSTK, Inc.  and outlined our city's accomplishments in 2019 in areas like professionalism,

sustainability, infrastructure, outreach, and development. 

 

City of Woodstock is staffed by over 200 full-time, part-time, and seasonal employees across 9

divisions who work daily to provide the highest level of professionalism, leadership, and customer

service to citizens, stakeholders, and visitors. In 2019, Calvin Moss was named Police Chief of the

Year in Georgia, Jake Hill was named Building Inspector of the Year in Georgia, and The Woodstock

Visitors Center at Historic Dean’s Store was named Visitor Center of the Year in Georgia. Council

Member Colin Ake and Budget Analyst Crystal Welch were recognized as Top Ten in Ten by the

Cherokee Chamber and the Woodstock  mobile visitors center was awarded the Jeffery Tatum

Visionary Award by the Georgia Department of Economic Development Tourism Division. 

 

Woodstock is taking proactive steps to provide its citizens with a sustainable living environment. 

The goal of these programs is to define and implement the necessary steps to minimize the city’s

negative impact on the environment while promoting energy efficiency and cost savings. The City

was recertified as a Green Community at the Gold Level by the Atlanta Regional Commission. Over

850,000 pounds of recyclables were collected as part of the Mayor’s Recycling Challenge, and

Woodstock was recognized for the highest percentage increase of materials collected in 2019 at

67%. An urban orchard was installed at Dupree Park made possible by a grant from the Atlanta

Regional Commission’s Local Food Initiative and over $450,000 in impact fees was collected in 2019

through new residential permits for the expansion of parks and recreation facilities.

 

Woodstock continues to implement programs and partnerships to encourage small business

and commercial development to complement the residential development that is occurring. In 2019,

322 new  residential permits were issued. We added 465,000 square feet of commercial space

valued at $27 Million. Last year, 438 new business licenses were issued and Council implemented

the small business license waiver program. 

 

Crime was down 11% from 2018. Woodstock Police responded to 31,946 calls and Woodstock Fire and

Rescue responded to 5,901 calls. 

 

Twenty-eight events took place at the Northside Hospital-Cherokee Amphitheater in 2019. There

were over 50,000 attendees at those events. 

 

Looking forward, engineering for the Neese Road/Hwy 92 project will take place in 2020. Design,

right-of-way, and public engagement for the Woodstock Hub project will take place this year and

concept plans for the City Center Development on the Morgan's Ace Hardware site will be finalized. 

 

You can view my entire presentation at wdstk.ga/2020sotc.
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THE STATE OF THE CITY

by : Donnie Henriques, Mayor
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March 5 Planning Commission 7 pm

March 6 Friday Night Live: Fido Fest 6 pm

March 9 Regular Meeting of the Mayor and Council 7 pm

March 16 Work Session of the Mayor and Council 7 pm

March 18 Coffee with a Cop at Chick-fil-a (9728 Hwy 92) 8 am

March 19 Public Input Meeting about Neese Road 5 pm

March 23 Regular Meeting of the Mayor and Council 7 pm

March 25 IN WDSTK Mastermind 8 am

March 27 IN WDSTK Morning INfluence 8 am

March 28 AMPED in the Park 9 amm
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April 1-25 Visit Woodstock presents the Discover Woodstock Scavenger Hunt

April 2 Planning Commission 7 pm

April 3 Friday Night Live: 90s Night 6 pm

April 13 Regular Meeting of the Mayor and Council 7 pm

April 15 Coffee with a Cop at Dunkin Donuts (875 Towne Lake Pkwy) 8 am

April 20 Town Hall Meeting 6 pm

April 20 Work Session of the Mayor and Council 7 pm

April 23 Taste of Woodstock  5 pm

April 24 IN WDSTK presents Morning INfluence 8 am

April 24 Sunset Symphony 7 pm 

April 25 Woodstock Farm Fresh Market Opening Day 8:30 am

April 25 Greenstock Day at Woodstock Elementary 9 am

April 25 Touch-a-Truck at City Center Parking Lot 11 am 

April 25 Rock for Rescues Presented by Vox Artium Foundation 4 pm 

April 27 Music Mondays in May 11 am

April 27 Regular Meeting of the Mayor and Council 7 pm
Rock for Rescues presented by Vox Artium Foundation

takes place April 25, 2020 from 4 - 11 pm in the

Northside Hospital-Cherokee Amphitheater. 

 

Bands include Bumpin the Mangoes, Interstellar

Echoes (Pink Floyd Tribute), and Departure (Journey

Tribute). 

 

The event benefits Aware Wildlife Center, Canine

Cellmates, Fur Kids, Georgia House Rabbit Society,

and Special Equestrians of Georgia. $20 ticket for

entry. For more information, please visit

www.rockforrescues.org.

Rock for Rescues
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Upcoming Events

Georgia Cities Week is April 20 - 25

Join us at one or all of the highlighted events in April and help Woodstock support

Georgia Cities Week. Opportunities are available to learn more about the valuable

services the city provides to residents, including an inside look into city

operations and how cities positively impact their quality of life with events and

connections to each other.
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March 16–24, you will receive a reminder letter if you have not responded

March 26-April 3 reminder postcards will arrive

April 8-16, a reminder letter and paper questionnaire will be received

A final reminder postcard will be sent April 20–27 before a census taker follows up in person

The results of the 2020 Census will help determine congressional representation. It will also

determine how hundreds of billions of dollars in federal funding flow into local communities every year

for the next decade. 

 

The data gathered by the 2020 Census will influence highway planning and construction. In our local

schools, census results help determine how money is allocated for the Head Start program, school

lunches, and for grants that support teachers and special education. Census data helps our community

respond to natural disasters and secure funding for hospitals and fire departments. 

 

Results affect planning and funding for healthcare - including programs such as Medicaid, Medicare

Part B, state children’s health insurance, and the prevention and treatment of substance abuse.

 

Households will receive an invitation to participate in the 2020 Census from either a postal worker or

a census worker. Every household will have the option of responding online, by mail, or by phone.95%

of households will receive their census invitation in the mail. 5% of households will receive their

census invitation when a census taker drops it off -  these households may not receive mail at their

home’s physical location and use P.O. boxes instead.

 

The Census Bureau has special procedures to count people who don’t live in households, such as

students living in university housing or people experiencing homelessness.

 

On or between March 12–20 you’ll receive an invitation to respond online to the 2020 Census. The U.S.

Postal Service will stagger the delivery of invitations over several days in an effort to spread out the

number of users responding online and allow Census Bureau employees to better serve respondents

who need help over the phone.

 

During follow-up efforts, census takers will visit all households that were invited to respond on their

own and haven’t:

 

If someone visits your home in April to collect information for the 2020 Census, check to make sure

they have a valid ID badge with their photograph, a U.S. Department of Commerce watermark, and an

expiration date. A census taker will never ask you for your Social Security number, money or

donations, anything on behalf of a political party, your bank or credit card numbers. 

 

Learn more at 2020census.gov.
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BE READY FOR THE 2020 CENSUS. IT'S IMPORTANT

THAT ALL OF WOODSTOCK PARTICIPATES.
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The average household leaks nearly 10,000 gallons of

water per year. That’s the amount of water it takes to

wash 300 loads of laundry. It could be costing you an

additional 10% on your water bills. 

 

In just 10 minutes, you can search your home for

leaks and cut down your water waste. Many common

household leaks are quick to find and easy to fix.

Worn toilet flappers, dripping faucets, and leaking

shower heads all are easily correctable and can save

on your utility bill expenses and water in your

community. Take this 10-minute challenge to detect

and chase down leaks!

 

Check Your Water Bill

A great place to start is to examine your utility bill

for January or February. It’s likely that a family of

four has a serious leak problem if its winter water use

exceeds 12,000 gallons (or 16 CCF) per month. You

can also look for spikes—is your water use a lot

higher this month than it was last month? 

 

Read Your Water Meter

Find your water meter, which is usually near the curb

in front of your home. Remove the lid on your meter,

which is heavy and usually marked “water.” Take a

reading during a period when no water is being used.

If the meter does not read exactly the same after two

hours, you probably have a leak. 

 

Take a Toilet Test

Put a few drops of food coloring into the tank at the

back of your toilet and let it sit for 10 minutes. If

color shows up in the bowl, you have a leak. Make

sure to flush afterward to avoid staining, and

consider replacing your old toilet flapper if it is torn

or worn.
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HUNT DOWN DRIPS DURING THE EPA'S FIX-A-LEAK

WEEK MARCH 16-22



Coty began work with the City of Woodstock in January. 

 

She left the position of City Clerk of City of Sandy Springs to become City of

Woodstock's Assistant City Manager for Administration. She has also served as

City Clerk with City of Alpharetta and City of Canton. 

 

Coty will oversee the city's Information Technology Department, GIS/Mapping

Services and Human Resources Divisions.

Coty Thigpen, Assistant City

Manager for Administration

Thigpen holds a Master of Public

Administration with Local Government

Administration Concentration and

earned her Bachelor of Arts in Political

Science and Sociology from University

of Georgia.

NEW MEMBERS OF THE CITY MANAGEMENT TEAM

Did you know?

The City of Woodstock offers employees a robust benefit package and a

great work environment. See current opportunities at wdstk.ga/jobs
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Rob was promoted to Assistant City Manager for Public Works in January.

 

He has been with City of Woodstock since 2013.  Rob helped to restructure the

Public Works department and participated in continued long-rage development

and planning to support the growth of the city. Prior to joining City of

Woodstock, Rob was the CEO of a technology start-up, a senior executive with

the Department of Homeland Security and Equifax, and a Vice President with

Days Inn of America. A graduate of the University of Florida, Hogan holds a

Master of Public Administration degree from Kennesaw State University and has

completed the Goizueta Executive Program at Emory University.

 

Rob is pictured on page 3.

Rob Hogan, Assistant City

Manager for Public Works

Shelby holds a Master of Finance and

an MBA with Human Resource

Management Concentration and earned

his Bachelor of Arts in Economics from

Stanford.

Ron joined City of Woodstock in February as Chief Financial Officer. 

 

He was most recently the Assistant Director for the Center for State and Local

Finance at Georgia State University. Before that, he spent 13 years working in

finance at Galveston County, Texas. 

Ron Shelby, CFO
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The Georgia Smart Communities Challenge (“Georgia Smart”) is a funding and technical assistance

program for local governments within the State of Georgia. Georgia Smart is a first-of-its-kind

opportunity for communities of any size in Georgia to receive grant funding and support that

enables them to envision, explore, and plan for their “smart” future. Communities will be given

financial assistance, a partnership with a Georgia Tech research team, networking opportunities,

and access to additional, unique resources to execute their projects. These resources include

connections to industry experts and access to technology solutions provided by our provider-

partners.Georgia Smart is organized by the Georgia Institute of Technology in partnership with

Georgia Power, Atlanta Regional Commission (ARC), Association County Commissioners of Georgia,

Georgia Centers for Innovation, Georgia Chamber, Georgia Department of Community Affairs,

Georgia Municipal Association, Metro Atlanta Chamber, and Technology Association of Georgia,

Georgia Planning Association, and the Global City Teams Challenge.

 

The City of Woodstock will develop a masterplan and a Smart Corridor Study for optimizing

infrastructure needs and modeling land use changes using a grant funded from Georgia Smart.The

City of Woodstock has experienced significant growth in the past few decades. Its population has

doubled from 10,050 to 22,027 according to the 2010 U.S. Census. This population growth along

with a variety of community focused recreational events periodically held in the city has caused

traffic congestion and parking challenges. The amount of traffic and lack of parking are constant

complaints from Woodstock citizens, business owners, and visitors.

 

Woodstock’s Downtown District has several physical barriers that contribute to the traffic

congestion. The presence of I-575 on the west side of Downtown, the railroad which runs north-

south, and an odd intersection configuration in the center of town involving several streets adds to

the traffic complexity. Current conditions along the main corridors in town are varied and

unpredictable at times. Commuters are also a significant part of the traffic congestion. 78% of

residents leave the county for employment per the Cherokee Office of Economic Development

Study. The corridors experience both major congestion during rush hour and dangerous speeding

during non-peak times.

 

Cherokee County is projected to experience continued rapid growth over the next few decades and

Woodstock is expected to be the destination for both residents of Woodstock and those who live in

the surrounding community. This will bring many challenges in balancing traffic and pedestrians in

the core of the city.The City of Woodstock hopes to increase efficiency in the corridors by utilizing

autonomous vehicles with drop-off lanes, to reduce the need for parking, and managed right of way

traffic controls with smart data-capturing sensors to ease traffic flow without destroying the

walkability and family-oriented atmosphere of its downtown. For more information on the challenge

grant process, please visit wdstk.ga/smart.
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SMART WOODSTOCK CHALLENGE GRANT
by : Katie O'Connor, Senior City Planner
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Building codes and the officials who enforce them are making our families and communities safer

and more resilient. Homes and buildings that are built in compliance with building safety codes

result in resilient structures that minimize the risks of death, injury and property damage. In the

wake of a disastrous hurricane season, rampant wildfires and devastating earthquakes, building

safety is even more important. Building safety affects everyone, and modern, updated building

codes save lives.

 

When our building safety and fire prevention experts inspect buildings and review construction

plans to ensure code compliance, they help to ensure the places where you live, work and play are

safe. We work closely with homebuilders, contractors, plumbers, and all other construction industry

trades to provide for the public safety of our community.

 

In May, the City of Woodstock is once again participating in Building Safety Month, a worldwide

campaign presented by the International Code Council, its members and partners to promote

building safety.

 

First observed in 1980, Building Safety Month raises awareness about critical safety issues from

structural to fire prevention, plumbing and mechanical systems, and energy efficiency. 

 

This year’s themes are: 

 

Disaster Preparedness // May 1–10

Be prepared for natural and manmade disasters

 

Water Safety // May 11-17

Make smart decisions about water safety and conservation

 

Resiliency. Sustainability. Innovation. // May 18–24

Make communities more resilient with science and technology based code requirements.

 

Training the Next Generation // May 25–31

Work with the building industry to train the next generation of building safety professionals.

 

Follow City of Woodstock, GA on Facebook for in-depth posts on each of these important topics

during the month of May.
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MAY IS BUILDING SAFETY MONTH
by : Jake Hill, Senior Inspector/City Arborist



Memorial

Day

Ceremony
With American Legion Post 316,

Marine Corps League Detachment

1311, Warriors' Watch Riders & Others

C I T Y  O F  W O O D S T O C K

M O N D A Y ,  M A Y  2 5  A T  1 0  A . M .

The Park at City Center

101 Arnold Mill Road

In Observance of Memorial Day

City offices will be closed. Also there is no residential garbage service on Memorial Day (Monday, May 25).

Weekday holidays delay collection by one day for the remainder of the week. Since this holiday falls on a

Monday, Monday customers will be collected on Tuesday and Tuesday customers will be collected on Wednesday.
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